Decision making in rehabilitative audiology.
With the emphasis on quality assurance and patient satisfaction in health care, decision making in rehabilitative audiology is a critical issue. Traditionally, rehabilitative decisions have been based on questionable assessment procedures and unproven treatment methods. In this paper, current strategies for decision making with hearing-impaired adults will be presented. Discussion will focus on nonacoustic factors influencing hearing aid fitting, the decision processes necessary for management of the hearing-impaired adult, and expanded uses of self-assessment inventories of hearing handicap.